
SUMTER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

SUBJECT: Public Hearing to consider revision to ordinance relating to surcharges that support 
funding of state court facilities.

REQUESTED ACTION: Staff Recommends Approval 

 Work Session (Report Only) DATE OF MEETING: 9/8/2009
 Regular Meeting  Special Meeting

CONTRACT:  N/A Vendor/Entity:        
Effective Date:  Termination Date:        
Managing Division / Dept:       

BUDGET IMPACT: Increase from $15 to $30 on surcharge to non-criminal traffic violations 
or criminal violations (Annual Impact from ~$230,000 to $460,000) 

 Annual FUNDING SOURCE: Surcharge authorized by Section 318.14, 
318.17, 318.18, F.S.

 Capital EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT: Fund 127
 N/A 

HISTORY/FACTS/ISSUES: 
Article V of the Florida Constitution establishes the judicial branch of state government and defines the 
elements of the state courts system, including trial and appeals courts.  

In 1998, voters passed Revision 7 to Article V, which directs the state to pay for “essential elements” of 
the trial courts system; counties previously paid for some of these functions. The state assumed 
additional costs by 2004.  The buildings and operation of building for the state court system were left to 
be funded by the county. 

Legislation was passed to provide the county with the ability to adopt a surcharge assessed on non-
criminal traffic infractions and criminal violations for the specific purpose of funding state court 
facilities.   

Sumter County did adopt an ordinance in June 2004 to assess the surcharge.  The surcharge has 
provided approximately $1.182 million to date that has been used primarily for the capital 
improvements to the state court facilities and secondarily for operating costs.  The state court facilities 
are facilities for the circuit and county courts, public defenders' offices, state attorneys' offices, 
guardian ad litem offices, and the offices of the clerks of the circuit and county courts performing 
court-related functions (Section 29.008, F.S.).   

The FY 2009/10 budget projects revenue of $230,724 from the surcharge.  Increasing the surcharge 
from $15.00 to $30.00 would double the projection to approximately $460,000 annually. 



SUMTER COUNTY ORDINANCE 2009-__ 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF SUMTER COUNTY, FLORIDA, PROVIDING FOR 
THE AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 7, SECTION 7-7 OF THE SUMTER 
COUNTY CODE WITH THE PURPOSE OF UPDATING AND 
CLARIFYING THE IMPOSITION OF A SURCHARGE ON ANY 
PENALTIES IMPOSED FOR NON-CRIMINAL TRAFFIC VIOLATIONS 
OR CRIMINAL VIOLATIONS LISTED IN SECTION 318.17, 
FLORIDA STATUTES, PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND 
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
WHEREAS, as a result of an Act of the Florida Legislature, 

signed into law by the Governor, Laws of Florida 2009-204, the 
surcharge for the funding of court facilities imposed by Chapter 
7, Section 7-7 of the Sumter County Code has been increased as 
stated herein. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of County 

Commissioners of Sumter County, Florida, as follows: 
 

SECTION 1. This ordinance shall be known as the 2009 Updated 
Sumter Civil and Criminal Penalty Surcharge Ordinance, and is 
intended to amend Chapter 7, Section 7 of the Sumter County Code. 

 
SECTION 2.  Section 7-7 of the Sumter County Code is deleted 

in its entirety and replaced with the following language: 
 
(a)   Pursuant to F.S. § 318.18(13)(a)1, every person 
who pays a fine or civil penalty for any violation of 
a non-criminal traffic infraction pursuant to F.S. ch. 
318 and every person who pleads guilty or nolo 
contendere to or is convicted of, regardless of 
adjudication, a violation of a non-criminal traffic 
infraction or a criminal violation of F.S. § 318.17, 
shall be assessed a surcharge of thirty dollars 
($30.00). A non-criminal traffic infraction is defined 
in F.S. § 318.14(1). 
 
(b)   The court shall order payment of this additional 
court costs in all matters subject to this section and 
the clerk of court shall add this surcharge to all 
payments of fines or civil penalties for any violation 
of a non-criminal traffic infraction. 
 
(c)   The funds collected pursuant to this section 
shall be used to fund state court facilities. Funds 
collected pursuant to this section shall be expended 
in accordance with the direction of the board of 
county commissioners. 
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SECTION 3. CODIFICATION. 
 
It is the intention of the Sumter County Board of County 

Commissioners that the provisions of this Ordinance shall become 
and be made a part of the Sumter County Code and the word 
“ordinance” may be changed to “section,” “article,” or other 
appropriate word or phrase and the sections of this Ordinance may 
be renumbered or relettered to accomplish such intention. 
  
     SECTION 4. SEVERABILITY. 

 
If any provision of this Ordinance or the application 

thereof to any person or circumstances is held invalid, the 
invalidity shall not effect other provisions or applications of 
the Ordinance which can be given the effect without the invalid 
provision or application, and to this end, the provision of this 
act are declared severable. 
 
      SECTION 5. EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 

This Ordinance shall take effect on October 1, 2009. 
 
 

 DONE AND ORDAINED this ____ day of _______________ 2009, in  
regular session by the Sumter County Board of County 
Commissioners in Bushnell, Florida. 
 
 
 
ATTEST: GLORIA HAYWARD       SUMTER COUNTY, FLORIDA 
    CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT 

 
 
  __________________________     _____________________ 
 
  Deputy Clerk   By: Garry Breeden 

          Chairman 
(SEAL) 
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